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St. MARK vi 12. 


And they went out and preacb'd that 
men /hud repent. 


Epentance is a Dodrine which God preach- 

ed by the Mouth of all his Prophets. 

* Noah to the old World, Lot to Sodom, 
Moſes to Egypt, Prophets in their ſeveral Gene- 
rations to Iſrael and Judah, John the. Baptiſt to 
prepare the way for Chriſt, with a Sermon of 
that Subje&t, and Chriſt himſelf and all his A- 
poſtles preach'd, that anen ſhould reform and 
amend their Lives. The ſubje&t they were en- 
joyn'd to preach on, was not of curious and 
nice matters, but of ſuch only as were profita- 
ble for the good of ſouls. They went out and 
B preached 
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preach'd that men ſhu'd repent. 
time eſpecially may be ſtirred up to ſo 


(2) 


neceſſary a duty, I will 


That we at this 
great and 


xt. Shew, how joyful and well pleaſing it is to 
God, that men ſhould come-to Repentance. 


z2ly, 'Tis acceptable to the Bleſſed An- 


gels. 


3ly, 'Tis grateful to the Penitent himſelf. 


aly, Offer to your 'conſideration what great 
danger and unreaſonableneſs there ts in impeni- 


tency, whether in particular Perſons 


lick Nation, 


or in a gab- 


ly, Shew the great advantage, profit, and 
benefit which redound to both of theſe, by a 


timely and early. Repentance. 


Laſtly; Shut up all; with an exhortation tethat 


neceffery Duty. 


'I begin with the firſt of theſe, how hJoyful and 
well pteifirgg it is ro God that Men ſhu'd come to 


Repentance: * And 


''7. Repentance is highly pleafing to God , be- 
cauſe it deftroys ſin, which of all things is moſt 
hateful to him. Sin makes a Separation between 
God and Man, puts a Divifion betw 


cen. the 
Creator 
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Creator and his Creature, blots ont Gods Image, 
defaceth the beauty of the Creation, kindles a 
war between Heaven and Farth, grieves the 
Holy Spirit of God, and ſtrengthens the King- 
dom of the Prince of Darkneſs, Now when the 
wicked man turns from his wickedneſs, and doth 
that which is lawful and right, when the finner 
ceaſeth to do evil, and learneth to do well, leading 
the Remainder of his life in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty, ſin in this penitent is then deſtroy'd, and 
his Converſion becomes highly pleaſing to God. 
For hereby God is glority'd, a Soul ſaved, and 
the Grand Adverſary of Mankind the Devil, bat- 
fled and confounded, 


Jy, Repentance is well pleaſing to God, be- 
cauſe it turns away his 2nger, and makes way for 
mercy, in which, of al other things, he moſt 
delights. This is over all his works, This rejoyceth 
againſt * HA? , and mm that Proclamation 
which he told Moſ, He wewd make all 


his goodneſs to paſs before himg we fin] him -thus,.., . 
delivering himſelf, #he Lord, the Loyd God merci- py = 34- 


fill and gracions, Thisisthe greateſt Jewel in his 
Crown, and therefore when a {inner-comes to Re. - 
pentance 'tis pleaſing -to God, and gives an oc- 
caſjon of Joy to him, tn that his anger 1s turned 
away, and mercy is ttake place, which of all his 
attributes he moſt delights in, 


qly; Repentance is well pleaſing to God, be- 
cauſe it fills Heaven with happy Souls, and <n- 
B 2 creaſeth 
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creaſeth the number of juſt men made perfe&. 
All ſuch as die-truly Penitent are bleſſed and 
happy z their Souls at the leaving of their bodies 
become as the Angels in Heaven, and are fellow 


partakers of thoſe pleaſures which are at Gods 
right hand for evermore. 


4ly, Repentance is well pleaſing to the whole 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, do all 
rejoyce when men break off their fins by Repen- 
tance. And + 


1. Repentance is pleaſing to God the Father. 
The Prodigal Son being mov.d with a true and 
ſerious Repentance, return'd home after a Life 
ſpent in luxury and profuſeneſs. He aroſe and 
came tO his Father, and ſaid, Father I have ſinned 
againſt Heaven and before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy Son. And preſently the Fa- 
ther. ſaw him, had compaſſion on him, and ran, 


| and fell on his Neck and kiſſed him, the badge of 


love and reconciliation. For tho the Sons  con- 
dition was poor and miſerable, his Crimes many, 
his Offences, of a deep die, and his Reception into 
his Father's favour unlikely, yet ſo prevalent and 
well pleaſing was his Repentance, that even that 
brought him into his Fathifts favour again, and he 
that ſcarce hoped to be admitted as a Servant, is 
once more owned as a dear Son, Lwke 15. 22, 23, 
24. The Father ſaid to his Servants, bring forth the 
beſt robe and put it on him, and put « ring on his 

; hand, 


(s) 


hand, and ſhoes on his feet, and bring hither the fat- 
ted calf and kill ig , and let ws eat and be mer- 
Yo for this my ſon was dead and is alive again: 


e was loſt and is found. 


2ly, Repentance has the ſame effect in God the 
Son. 'Tis a great ſatisfattion to him to ſee fo 
good efte&t of his paſſion, that his blood wasnot 
ſhed in vain, that he was born, liv'd, and dyd 
to a good purpoſe, and all that he did and ſut- 
fer'd for ſuch and ſuch Souls turn to a good ac- 
count. The Repentance of every ſinner is an- 
ſwering of Chriſts prayers, the ſatisfaction of his 
deſires, and the reward of his ſufferings. ' And 
therefore Repentance is pleaſing to God the Son, 
inaſmmch as that precious blood which he ſhed 
on the Croſs, was not ſhed in vain. | 


z3ly, Repentance is well pleaſing to God the 
Holy Ghoſt. The Holy Ghoſt. in Scripture 
is ſometimes calld Spirit , and all thoſe ©- 
perations whereby. we pleaſe God,, are term'd 
. fruits of the. earth, Gal. 5. 22. - Now Repentance 
embraceth all the good motions and inſpirations 
of that Holy Spirit, by which means the. inſtru- 
ments of (in are chang'd into his ſanftify'd Mem- 
bers, and his Holy Temples. By repentance a pe- 
nitent ſinner is made the Temple of God, in that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in him holy unto God, an ha- 
bitation of God thro the Spirit. He is joyned to the 
Lord, one Spirit with him, a new Creature in Chriſt, 
and conformed to him, He lives in the Spirit and 
| : walks 
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walks in the Spirit. \, Thus the Spirit of God find- 
ing itſelf cheriſhed and kindly uſed, and all its 
good motions and inſpirations gratefully receiv'd, 
'tis matter of joy and pleaſure to him. Thus Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are all hugely pleaſed 
when men repent and amend their tives. Who 
would not therefore forſake his fins, renounce a 
wicked life, and ſtedfaſtly propoſe to: become a 
new man, to occaſion delight and pleaſure in the 
ever blefled Trinity. If there was no other Ar- 
gument to ſtir us upto the duty of repentance,this, 
one wou'd think, ſhou'd 'move us to it. And there- 
fore let us take care to behave our ſelves after 
ſuch a manner, that we commit nothing that ſhall 
be diſpleaſing to him, but always be doing that 
which ſhall be well pleafing in his fight. The beſt 
of us may bluſh to think how often we have done 
that which has occaſiqned grief in the Court of 
Heaven, What odious ſcents ariſe thither daily 
front bloody marthtrs , beaſtly nncleanneſles, and 
crael oppreflions, which, hke' the blood of. 4bel, 
cry alond ta: Heaven for vengeance ?. Even fins 
that grieve the Holy Spirit of God, and cauſe a 
ſadneſs in the bleſſed Trinity. For ſo ſure as Re- 
pentance pleaſcth God and cauſeth joy in Hea- 
ven, {0 certain it1s that fin continned in, and not 
repened of, gives, occafion of grief and- ſadneſs 
to him. 


z1y, Repentance 1s well pleaſing to the Blel- 


| fed Anpels, There #s joy in the preſence of the 
Angels of God over one ſinner that repenteth, 


T hole 
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Thoſe tears which run down the cheeks of a true 
penitent, are the Angels heavenly banquet. There 
ſhall be more joy in heaven over one fitrner that repents, 
than over ninety nine juſt perſons that need no repen- 
taxce. But tho: repentance be well pleafing to the 
Bleſſed Angels, tho they are miniſtring ſpirits for 
our good, xrcjoyce at the converſion of a ſinner, 
do many good offices for the-godly on carth, and 
be a communion between them, yet we are not 
to think that they interpoſe their Merits for us, 
and therefore we are to perform Religious Wor- 
ſhip to them. --This is a fond conceit of the Pa- 
piſs the mvention' of mans brain, and wants 
warxzant from. the word of God. See thou do it not, 
are expreſs words in Holy Scriptare. 


31y, Repentance is matter of joy to the peni- 
tent bimſclt, O what jay and tranquility of con- 
ſcience has that man, whoſe eyes are opened, and 
in whoſe heart by Gods Grace a change is 
wrought. And no wonder that he is fo pleaſed 
with himſelf; for being ſenſible that he is with- 
drawn from {infand bronght back again to God, 
that he who once was afervant of fin, and run- 
ning beadlong to perdition, is now a child of 
God, and making Proviſion for Itfs immortal foul ; 
theſe thoughts ſpeak comfortable things to him, 
and leaves upon his foul a a ſweet taſte, a plea- 
ſant reliſh. Sr. Auſtin, after his converſion, when 
he had repented and began a new Jife, made 
this ſad complaint, 1 bave loved thee too ſrre. © 
God, O thou beautiful Being, 1 hae (oyed te too 


Rey. 
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late. He repented he had not ſerved God ſoon- 
er, that his converſion was ſo long delay'd, and 
that he was ſo long a beginning to be acquainted 
with God. How ſweet and delightful, O Lord, was 
it made to me preſently to want thoſe pleaſures of the 
world, which before I doted upon > Thou, O Lord, 
didſt caſt them out of my* heart, and didſt thy ſelf 
enter in their place, which I find now to be more 
ſweet than all pleaſures and ſweetneſs it ſelf. Lib, 9. 
Conl{. ch. 1. 


Thus having ſhewn how joyful and well plea- 
ſing it 15+to Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, that 
men (hu'd repent, how acceptable to the bleſſed 


Angels, and how grateful to the Penitent himſelf, 
I come | 


athly, To offer, to your conſideration what 
oreat Danger and+ Unreaſonableneſs there is in 
1mpenitency, whether 1n particular perſons, or in 
a publick Nation.. And 0 


1: As to particular perſons. Joh» the Baptiſt 
in his firſt Sermon exhorted his Auditors to bring 
forth fruits meet for Repentance, And except ye re- 
penti ye ſhall likewiſe periſh, was the Do&rine Chriſt 
preached to his Diſciples. Now the longer men 
delay their Repentance, the more they are har- 
dened in their corruptions, and confirmed in 
their fins, and conſequent'y more indiſpos'd 
every day for that great and neceſſary work. The 
longer men live in fin, the more ſtrongly they 


are 
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are inclin'd to continue it» it. , Sin being once 
rooted in the Soul, the labour will be great in 
plucking it out. The young, man in his Youth 
and Strength is apt to ſay: that it is not, yet: time 
to bulie himſelt about Reformation and ;:amend- 
ment of life, and that it will be ſoon enough to 
repent of his ſins when he comes to be old, 
and then, and not before, he'll become , peni- 
tent and (erious. But how know'ſt. thon , . 0 
young man, that thou ſhalt live till old, Age ? 
Death is a tribute we all owe to Nature, and 
Experience teacheth us,, that the young man is 
as ſuddenly taken away as the grey head. The 
ſtrongeſt man, can call no time his own but the 
preſent. | He , cannot prolong, his, days. as (he 
pleaſeth. _ All his futurity is in the hands of God, 
and how he will diſpoſe of him, whether for life 
or death, be cannot tell. And yet, alas! how 
ſecurely do ſuch men live 2 How eagerly do they 
run through all the ſtages of their youth in a re- 
bellious obſtinate courſe, and comune fmas if they 
were not fleſh and blood, ſubject to a dyjng 
ſtroak, Certainly nothing hath, made moxe am- 
ple Harveſt for,the Devil than the deferring, of 
Repentance upon ſuch a. vain conſideration . as . 
this. For how:often have, many men.lain down 
in-.their ſtrength at pight,,, and that night has 
clos'd, their, Eyes, , and , tent their Souls into, ano» 
ther, World, to anſwer for what-they .have done 
in this? | G92 
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:But+ ſuppoſe 'God-;"! our''of! his inconceivable 
Mercy; doth novdnt off/a inner im'the {trength 
of his years3 ſnppole he les him alone to live as 
he fiſts, ro walk-mn the ways of -his heart, and 
in the ſight: 'of his-eyes,' and therefore'is reſolved 
to fin on till old \nge overtakes him, yet I have 
three Arguments. ro *hy down "before him , 
which, / if rightly-confidered, 'wou'd make him 
think, and bring)him: to a right underſtanding 
of Kirnſelf. ye) 

Firſt, ule requires the rengeh and 
vigour, 'of our winds, atd therefore” tis a fad de- 
fipn'to- lay all the fms of our youth -uporr tecble 
old-'age.” Our bodies are? then": decay'd', our 
timbs feebfe, our 'underfrandmngs ſhinrer's; all 
the parts diſtewper' d, -and'bur infirmiries ſo ma. 
ny;" that we' are altogether mcapable of every 
ehing but Oping. In rhe ordered many Di- 


with-1t; will 
be 2 difficult marter wo — with -Repen- 
tance. For ther pains: are-apt m an high mea- 


fare to'feize bpon os, '- which will:fo diſtarb our 
minds;'and deprive us of the nfe-of Reaſon, that 
- we'cahnot pray to God with that fervency, or 
ſpread meoll.ce. before him with that he 
forrowithat-is rexuſite-ro, procure an abſolute 
patton.' Old Aye. an unfit tine to'/have the 
great -work of Repentance: to+dos and there- 
fore my ſecond- Argument, to ſhew-the Danger 
and Unreaſongbleneſs of putting it off till that 
emne, 1s this, 

Se- 


(un) 


ar 9 The little hopes they-:can have that 

God ſhwrd:be pleas'd : with | thoſe; men who, ne- 

ver/ drew-nigh tobun by Repentance, till, they 

themſelves -were: drawing | near ''to [the grave. 

Mankind :'muft needs/thunk - the a—_—_ tame 
e 


Being, an cafie God, if: they perſwade them- 
ſelves that every lin 1s as foon; expiated; 4a3,£00- 
fets'd.\: Tet men have. a care (how-they Klazter | 
themſelves with' ſuch. vain -hopes-3s theſe, God, 
that ſearcheth the heart, who knows all things, 
and underſtands the greatneſs of our crimes, 
expedts that our forrow- for | theie + commilbion 
ſhu'd be greater than' the delight: aud: plealure 
we; took in thew. 1 If a bare Acknowledgtyent 
and Confeflion; of * ſin :were enangh to ,put it 
away, 'Jadas might haves as good..a. plea for'him- 
ſelf as any Saint in Heaven, , and\ might juſtly be 
plac'd in the Catalogue of-Penitencs.” 'Tis very 
unreaſonable. to; believe that God ſhu'd be 
pleas'd with. that: mans Repentance, -. who never 
forſakes his fins, : tall be had;no-more-time lefc 
him to fin in. [Fhere: can be little , of godly 
forrow in ſuch. aRepentance, and, axjittle: hopes 
that it will be acceptable to God: ./I know'there 
are two patlages in Holy: Scriptore much read 
and remembred, and to which ſome men fly, as a 
xetuze for a-Death-bed: Repentance, | The firſt 


is that: of the Lebourers that came into the Viwe. Mer. 2. 


yard at the Eleventh hour,.\ and yet receiv'd Eque/ 
Wages with thoſe that had borw the beat aud 
burden of the day, Burt alas !this| Example is mil- 

C 2 us'd 
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vsd and miſunderſtood , for thefe Labourer, 
came*m afſoon "as they were call'd'z andthe 
reaſon; why” they ſtood” ſo Jong i#dle' was, be- 
_ rvo man” hid hired them, trad work' been 
offered them ſooner, they” wu'd not have 
refns'd - 1t-''Thay? came in 'afſoon  'as the 
Lord of 'the' Vineyard 'commanded them , and 
therefore wete nof faulty. Beſides; = Para» 
ble of. our Saviour, relating to the Labourets, 
is' 'rather a "repreſentation of a Heather man, 
that 'never heard of ' Chriſt till n little before” his 
Death, whoſe late Converfion ſhall not 'render 
him unworthy of'a full Reward. Bur this is'a 
quite different caſe from ' Chriſtians, 'who made 
a*Covenatit"with "Chriſt in Baptiſm, and enter'd 
into- vows'and- promiſes to ſerve him, ' fo keep 
his holy will and cotnrandments\, and walk inthe 
ſame all 'the' day#' of their tife, "Who; notwith- 
ſtanding that Covenant, neple@'to perform It 
all their life long ';' and'' do! then- only ' repent 
when they have 'notrime left to repent in. He 
that came in at'the Eleventh/ hour wronght one 
honr, bat he'who comes not in till the twelfth, 
the time of working ''then 1s paſt, and no re- 
ward injuſtice is'to be 'expeted where no ſervice 
isdone- nt . 


The other inftatice which fome men lay hold- 
of to ſhew the validity of a Death-bed Repen- 


$t Luke 23 ance; 5 that of the'good Thief, who was ſav'd 


even at the laſthonr; and was in Paradice the 
ſame Day with Chriſt, This is brought == 
img - 
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binding Argument by ſuch who put off their 
Repentance- rill the- laſt /hour.-. The Caſe is 
 plainly-thus:+ Chriſt was'-then -at- the point. of 
Death,'-and therefore to manifeſt his power and 
glory, and to convince the World of his God- 
head, wher even the Apoſtles themſelves either 
doubted,-or did not-believe it, did upon the 
Thiefs confeſling it, and ſaying, Lord remember 
me when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom, make this 
Anſwer, Perily } ſay unto thee, to day thou ſhalt 
be with me in Parddice;* Fhis was a particular 
A@ of Chriſt, and the whole of it miraculous, 
and ought not to be-maile a general rule : nor 
do we find in all-:the Bible-'the like promiſe 
made- to - any © man. -Beeatife - Chriſt- received 
the Thief into favour at'the'-laft- hour, - upon 
fuch a wonderfu]l- Repentance--ahd- Faith- as his 
was, therefore' we may hope for-the ſame, -is a 
Dangerous Concluſion , 'and whoever doth it 
_ endangers the loſs of his -Sonl- It is not a bare 
ſorrow for fin that brings us to- Heaven, but a 
walking in newneſs-of life, which inclines God 
to- paſs by our former miſdoings. The Thief 
upon the Croſs-had this' purpoſe ,- which ſurely 
he- would have put in execution, if Death'ihad 
not prevented him Tho he was accepted -be- 
cauſe he ador'd Chriſt when he ſaw him dying, 
there is no-reaſon for other .men to preſume for 
the like favour at the laſt- hour, who have de- 
ſpisd him now he is [reigning in Heaven, -If 
men will preſume to live profanely, becauſe they 
think 'tis poſiible they may dye as _—_— 
that 
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that Thief did, then he may murder more ſouls 
by his Repentance, than ever- he ididi-bodies' in 
all the Robberies that ever he commicted.  See- 
ing then- there is great hazard /and danger in 
late Repentance, it is our wiſeft) way to make'it 
an early buſineſs, and- ſo to-live, that when we 
come to die, our $ouk-' may be receiv'd- iato 
Heaven, that where Chriſt 1s, there' they -may 
be allo, | | 


Thirdly,The danger and-unreaſonableneſsof im- 
penitency will ' appear in this. ' Some” there | are, 
when fickneſfs' and' pain ſeize them, then they 
.reſolve againſt theiw- fins, ayd>purpole to.be zho- 
ly and good-men, if God wilt be ſo. mezcitul as 
to reſtore them to/their ' former health,: and fer 
them upon theit-Legs again. © Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lation are indeed very <necefiaryi4owards Re. 
pentance, but are moſt lame and -impertedt; and 
ſignify nothing without performance and. conſum- 
matjon:. He- that reſolves againſt 'his ſrns when he 
is fick, and- after God has reſtor'd him to-health, 
fins'as much as before-;-is a vain man, but notrue 
penitent. To reſ@lve*to repent, and not to re- 
pent, is to break: our reſolution and ' faith,» 'to 
mock God, and to play at faſt and looſe with 
the Almighty; To-ſee- a man 'in- (his ficknefs 
{miting on -his- breaſt, and complaining: of the 
wickedneſs of his heart, and ſeeming ſo ſorry 
forit, that one who ſees or hears him wu'd 
think his heart is broke within him, and yet aſ- 
{oon as he is well again to take no care to lead 
the 
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the reGdae:of his life either in, the fear, or to 
the glory of God, +Such a mock. Devotion, ſuch 
a pang: of Piety will. be ſo far from appealing 


the Almighty,./ ov+diſpoſing the man for pardon, . 


that: at even, juſtifies. the ſentence of Condemna- 
tion out of his. own mouth. Ine promiſes we 
make - 10 God! of Amendment of life are due 
debt. The promiſe one man makes to another 
may be made good either one time or other, 
cither-/in: his: life time: by himfelf, oF after his 
Death by one that he ſhall appoint; But-if we 
make a promiſe to. God ot Amendment- and 
Reformation, we 'onght-to do-it-ourfelves, This 
is a concern that. cammot-be left to the care of an 
Executor to perform: for 44s! when we are dead 
and gone. : He: who ſays þ do; repent ,- but turns 
tohis fins again, repents of his Repentance, and 
makes his latter, end. worſe: than his beginning, 
For a man to be:truly- penitent he -muſt. lament 
his fins,, in lamenting he maſt puniſh them, - in 
puniſhing he muſt hate them 5 -and that this 
ſeverity may not be counterfeit, it myſt laſt as 
long as be . lives. &A- forfaking- our * fins with a 
perſeverance in -all that is good maſt be the 
certain..iproot of the truth .of our Repentance, 
From:the: danger there s in impemitency as to 
particular perſons, let- us paſs to that of a pub- 
lick: Nations: 4 5s vi | 
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Jeruſalem wad not know her. day, Chriſt 
gave the Jewiſh | Nation many years tune for 
Repentance, _ yet: ſuch a ſtrange and incorrigible 
a people they were, that neither merbies nor 
judgments cu'd wark upon» them, to: amend 
and alter their courle ot- living, The very Pro- 
phets that calld upon them: to repent, they 
kill'd and ſton'd. Nay, (o obſtinate a people they 
werethat tho God ſent his Son to preach Repen- 
tance to them, and warn - them from continu- 
ing in their wickedneſs, yet they ftilad- 
ded iniquity to iniquity ,.,and at laſt put to 
death the Lord of Life. Not_ long after God 
deftroy'd them for their ſins, and /Jaid the Axe 
of his Judgments at the root of their Tree, and 
hew'd them down from: ever being .a' [Nation 
more. Thus the Jewiſh Nation fell by impeni- 
tency, and-'tis too much to be feared that © ours 
15 much 1n the ſame poſture now as theirs was, 
when God came upon them with a total' de- 
{truction, | qriid 


The Jews were a divided people, and had ſe- 
veral f:tions both in Church and State, Pro- 
faneneſs on the, one hand 4. and Hypoerifie 'on 
the other, Gid aft and command m- a furious 
manner among them. In this ſtate was the Jew- 
ifþb Nation, when God ſent down''hiss Judg- 
ments upon them. And now let us caſt an 
Eye home. Are not we as divided a people as 
the Jews were ? Are not we as fatious as they ? 
Are 
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Are not we as' faQtious as: they?” And do not 
Vice, Prophaneneſs and Hypocrifie, reign as much 
among: us, as that''they did among the Fews ? 
Your preachers have ery'd alond, and told 'you 
the danger of- living im your fins, but you 
have not hearkned. unto them,” God ſent ' the 
Peftilence, but we repented not. ' He - kindled a 
fire; which burnt our great- City, and turn'd it 
into Aſhes , but we” feard' not his Judgments. 
We have been-cembroyl'd in ſeveral Wars, but 
none of them have better'd, chang'd, or re- 
form'di us.- ' And: therefore 'what” cap..any man 
imagin-@u'd-follow: fach deſpiſed fgno a God 
has ſent - to warn us from: out ſins but wrath 
and- indignation from” Heaven ? 'Without a mi- 
raculots mercy, what can we look for, but that 
God \Mu'd utterly deftroy'us, throw us away in 
his-anger; -and trouble himſelf no more” with us. 
-Andtherefore'to prevent the Judgments of God, 
which may juſtly fall upon us for our fins, whe- 
ther in particular perſons, or in a publick Nati- 
on, I come 


Fifthly, To ſhew the great advantage, pro- 
fit,'and benefit that redound to both byReforma- 
tion and Amendment. 

Repentance, of all things in the world, makes 
the greateſt change. - It changeth profligate and 
victons' perſons into ſober and virtuous, It 
changeth* the licentious into ſtrict and regular 

HE livers, 
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livers. It changeth the 'whoJe man- from (in to 
grace , and from wicked habits 'to pious and 
godly cuſtomes. Nay, ſo great is the Efficacy 
of Repentance, and io much doth it -redound 
to the profit and advantage of every penitent, 
that God himſclt is pleasd , by' deſcending to 
our weak underſtandings, to fay that he chang- 
eth alſo upon mans Repentance. This moves 
him to alter his Decrees, to revoke his Sen- 
tence, to cancel his bills of Accuſation, and to 
put a ſtop to Divine Vengeance, A' particular 
perſon by Repentance may remove a particu- 
lar Judgment from ' himſelf. Ahab's humbling 
himſelf turned away the anger of God , and 
made the Uivine Vengeance walk as ſoftly as he 
did, 1 Kings 2t. 27. This is the only- thing 
that is wanting both in ' private and publick, 
and wu'd ſet both at rights. Hath- God a-con- 
troverſie with a Nation , Repentance will tye 
up his hands from ſtriking? At what inſtant. 1 


Yer. 18. 7, ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation and concerning 4 


Kingdom, to pluck up and to pull down, and. to 
deſtroy it. If that Nation againſt whom I have 
prouounc d turn from their Evil, I will repent. of the 
Evil that I thought to do unto them. So likewiſe 
God dealt with Niziveh, for though he had 
reſolved to deſtroy that great City , yet they 
repenting in Sackcloath and Aſhes, ſtopt-the pro- 


.ceedings of God Juſtice againſt them, and by 


their amendment prevented that puniſhment 
he deſign'd to have brought upon-'them. And 
. tis 


? 
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tis'the Prophet Hoſea's exhortation to the peo- 
ple whom God had viſited with ſeveral judg- 


ments, - Come, and let ws return unto the L ord, H)-5. 1 


for he hath ſpoiled us, and he will heal us, he 
hath wounded us,, and he will bind us up again. 
What'sto be done then to prolong Gods Mercy, 
and: keep off his Judgments 2 Even this, that all 
of us from the . higheſt to the loweſt wid a- 
mend our lives and become new men. For then, 
and not till then, muſt we expe& Gods blet- 
ſing upon- us. Tis a common complaint the 
rimes are: bad, and 'is a great wonder they 
are not! worſe, for unleſs men mend, the times 
will not. 'Tis bad men which make bad times. 
The times are juſt as men are, for they' grow 
good or bad as men do. What an Age of Virtue 
ſha'd we ſee, it men of dignity and honour, 
birth and fortune, wu'd be as good as they are 
at. Men of lower rank wn'd be aſham'd and 
afraid to fin, it men of high Titles and long Pe- 
digree wu'd give good Examples, and offer 
themſelves to the World for Patterns of life an(l 
converſation. He that is in Honour, and underſtands 
not, is like the beaſts that periſh, Pal. 49. 20. 
The, Lemple of Honour and the Temple of Vir- 
tue” were. ſo placd at Rome, that no man cu'd 
enter the Temple of Honour, unleſs he paſs'd 
through the Temple of Virtues which was a 
ſignification to the Romans that the way to 
Honour was only by virtue. But alas! High 
and Low, Rich and Poor, have finn'd againſt 
D 2 | God, 
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God, and he has reaſon enough:to: be ahngry 
with all Orders and Degrees of men... Thoſe* 
fearful Oaths, thoſe grievous Blaſphemies, and 
other Debaucheries with which our Nation 1s 
defild, I now tell you. with an affiifted Soul, 
that theſe (ins cry aloud to: Heaven for Venge- 
ance. When 'men begin to . reſemble. Sodom in. 
her fins, what: muſt we look for. but Sedow's 
puniſhment. God 'raind down. fire: and brum- 
ſtone from Heaven. upon Sodow. and Gomor: 
rha. An Unnatural Judgment for 'fire to de» 
ſcend downward, but we read before of their 
QOmnnatural Sin, they burn'd inwardly: with the 
fire of an Unnatural Luſt. If the;ſame (ins be 
committed now which procur'd -thoſe diſmal 
Judgments, we arethen liable to the ſame, and if 
Repentance ſtep not in, may exped& the like 
puniſhment. Uncleanneſs was one of the fins 
of Sodom, and I won'd to God I cu'd ſay it was 
not one of the fins of Evglazd too. We are too 
like Sodow in her fins, I pray God keep us from 
Sodow's pumiſhment. For the Sin of Unclean- 
nels ' three and twenty thouſand of Iſrael were: cut 
off in one day, 1 Cor, 10.8. For this fin David 
was plagu'd with the violation of his Wives, the 
murder of his Children; and the Rebellion of 
his Subje&ts, This fin has pulld down many 
flouriſhing Kingdoms, deſtroy 'd the Bodies, dif 
grac'd the Names, and overthrown the Eſtates 
of many men. I wu'd to God I cud perſwade - 
that ſort of offenders throughly to judge _ 

ao | elves 
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ſelves here, ,preyent ,the dread- 
ful Jud Sa Ts | hefeakter God will judge 
all. Ve All BP as. well as they muſt come 
to judgment, b t. the' fin of Uncleanneſs, as 

St: Paul, Heb, 13. _ \ ſeems to jptimate, he wil 
brag m periulorly.o FX and. be. a, ſtare Pernger 


nels. or an ar def 
ror af, God,\.him ſhalt "1 Ks 4 
by, We.,\are. the Temples: 0 6 "Ghght. 
to violate ue is to calt ook oly Ghoſt 
out of them, and to make our Bodies Which 
are Chriſt's Members, the Members of an Har- 
lot. 1 Cor. 6. Heaven is a place of Purity, 
wherein no impure thing can enter, and there. 
fore they who go out of this world with the 
fin of uncleanneſs about them unrepented of, 
will be fit Company only for Satan and his An- 
- gels, where their flames of Luſt ſhall meet with 
flames of Fire. 


To conclude. Repent, and the whole Court 
of Heaven will be glad and rejoyce at your 
Converſion, God the Father with Arms of 
Mercy will meet the .cturning Prodigal and 
receive him with kiſſes. God the Son that dy'd 
for 'him, will at his death welcome him into E- 
verlaſting Habitations, God the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall preſent him wiping off his Tears. The 
Holy, Blefſed, and Glorious Trinity, in the pre- 
ſence of Saints and Angels with loud acclama- 
tions, will receive him, and bid him welcome, 
with 
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with a Well done thou' good'/and faithful Servant. 
Almighty everlaſting Goa, who hitteſt "nothing that 
thou haſt made, pes: doſt 'forghtle''the ſins of all thew 
that are penitent, create and make in ws new and 
contrite 3, that we worthily lamenting onr ſins, 
and acknowledging our wrctchednefs, may obtain” of 
the God of all Mercy, perfe@* remſſion 'and forgive- 
meſs throygh "Jeſus Chriſt our Tord, to' whom with 
the Father ad the Holy GhdH, be' all Honour and 
Glory, Amen, 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


* * The Stage Acquitted, Being a full anſwer 
to Mr Collier, and the other Enemies of the Dra- 
ma. With a vindication of King Charles the 
Martyr, and the Clergy of the Church of Engler, 
from the abuſes of a Scurrilous Book, called, The 
Stage Condemned. To which is added, the Cha- 
rater of the Animadverter, and the Animadver- 
ſions on Mr Congreve's Anſwer to Mr Collier. Print- 
for John Barnes at the Crown in the Pall Mall, 
and fold by M Gilliflower in yo D. 
Brown near Temple: bar, and R. Parker at the Royal 
Exchange. 


+4+ The Writing Maſters Aſſiſtance : a new 
Copy Book, written and adorn'd with variety 
of Command of Hands. By Robert More, Wri- 
ting Maſter, at the Golden Pen in Caſtle Street, 
near the Mexſe, Charing-croſs. Sold by the . Au- 
_ and John Barnes at the Crown in the Pall 
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St, MARK vi. 12... 


dnd they went: out: and. preach that 
men "ba" repent.” * ri 
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0th is a PO Rk LTey God LH 

y, the, Mouth, of all, hjs;-Prophets. 

FORE to the ola World, Lot; ta, Sodom, 

Moſe to oe Prophets in their ' ſevera Gene- 

rations rf acl, and Judgh, Joon the Beptiſt i. 

pre are th e way for, Chriſt, , with a Sf 

that” Subje@, and Chriſt kimfelf and Oh As 

poſtles preach'd, that men ſhould <= =p 4s 

amend, their Lives: The ſubject. they., were en- 

joyn' 'd to preach on, ; was, not, of curipus and; 

nice matters, but of ſuch only as were, profita- 


ble” for the good of ſouls. ' They went ;out and, 
ry B preached 
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preach'd that men ſhud repent. That we at this 
time eſpecially may be ſtirred up to ſo great and 
neceſſary a duty, I will 


-2. Shew, how joyful and well pleaſing it is to 
God, that men ſhould come to Repemance.” * 


2ly, 'Tis acceptable to the Bleſſed An- 
gels. 


3ly, Tis grateful to the Penitent himſelf. 


aly, Offer to your (conſideration what great 
danger and nnzeaſonableneſs rhere is 'in impen 
tency, whether in particular. Perſons or ina put 
lick Nation. 


cly, Shew the great advantage, profit, and 
benefit which redound to both of —_ by 
timely and early Repentance. 


Laſtly, Shut up all, with.an exhortation 
neceſſary Daty. | 


I begin with the firſt, of theſe, how 5oyful an 
well pleaſing it is to God that Men ſhu'd comet 
Repentance. And 
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"x, Repentance is highly pleafing to God, be 
cauſe it deſtroys fin, which of all things is mol 
hateful tohim. Sin makes. a Separation betwee 
God and Man, -puts 2a Diviſion between the 
_ Creatot 
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Creator and his Creature, blots ont Cods Image, 
defaceth the beauty of the Creation, ' kindles 
war between 'Heaven and Farth, | grieves © 
Holy Spirit of God; - and Wir $y ns - the"! 

Jo of the Prinee of Darkneſs, w whe oi 
wicked man tnrns you his wie 

that which is lawful and right , ary. a the finner 
ceaſeth to do evil, and lexyneth to do" well, leading 
the RennfedNet of his life in all podlineſs- and ho- 
neſty, ſin in this penitetie is _ — 4d, and 
his Converſion becoines hi F to 'God: 
For hereby God is glority' Tx ary try and 
the and con ye of Kionkind the Devil, bafe 
fled an þ | 


Iz 


dy:  Repentinks is' wel 
cable Ietyrhs awiy bis an 1 rag 1 Go nds 
_ in which, - of all Cer things, he moſt 
delights. | Thiv't ever «ll bie works. ' This rejoyceth 


adgmetit, and in \that *Proclamation 
pl he hoy , He  wou'd  wete df 


trip deran RCs + 

fe bis 
Crown nd ebbrefore whit) ſinner comes to' Re- 
pentance "tis pleaſing'ro God, and gives an" oc- 
caion of Joy ro birt, in thac- ee Kt 
| [de iieecy te? is to take lice, w af6h of alW iy 
ttri 1 moſt delight#in, Y: | 
ge Repetitance is well pkafing to God; be 
caule*it fills Heaven with happy*+ Souls," and" = 4 
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creaſeth/ the number. ; of juſt. men-imagde. perfeq; B. 
All :ſuch' as, die.zruly. Penizentare bleſſed. - and fl 
happy; Ahgir Squlz 3t the leaving;of-thejr -bodieg 
2 AS ahe; Angels in-Heaveny and arg 0.9 
oy ot ot, thoſe, , pleaſures which; ire; ;! ah, | 

right h for evermgre. \ ww wy ALON [ 

" aly, ng well pinakins, to aa hols | 
bleſled .and. glgzious Tripiry+4 God!-ahe-Fathen, 
God the a God mg gl pelihey, do, all 
rejoyce, WAR": na il 'his)b y Renens 
tance. - And of a þ a 
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The Prodigal Son _ _—_ with a true and 


(exjous Deprnianecig" TA ons a. Na 

ipent. in hnaky,and 

_ 2s Farber, - coRek ther I Gear O00 
Heayen ana before thee, and 47 10 more 

es torke,eqid Spry; ris enjy the; $2 


” 
— —]T w— Tr? a Ml AS. aw AC a #6 i ib A£ 


ther han, had eompatiom on tho d's 


and fellgn byiN bel & Of 
mg ON 1 fo Ky SOR$: 36887, 
WAk YDOT-4 ablgrhis Comes many 
hwO tm P fant Recepti Jop inc 
bis, Fatbes's fa ed " gh 
46llw/rajng wk Gay een gh 
brought him jato, 9 foe I 
=—_ _ hoped to-b ted as yant, is 


once more owned as 4 dear *Son, Luke 15. 22, 23, 
24: The 'Fatber ſ4i4 0. his Ser wants, bring farth, the 
befh _ 1h on. Cadet! has a ring on. bis 
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, band, and ſbgey; on pie, feet;; 44d brveg\b "ther the fat- 
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= God dwelleth in him holy unto G od, an ha- 
of Pas, bra, if nowrit He Is Joyrnd td the 
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walks in the Spiyſe. Thus the Spirit of God find- 
jo. ee —_—— wet —_ _ Sexe all its 
motions and i tions gra y receiv 

'tis matter of joy and pleaſare to him. Thas' w_ 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are all hugely plegted 

when men /repent and amend' their Who 
would not therefore' earns his (ins, renounce a 
wicked lifes and ſtedfaſtly propoſe to+1 become a 
new» man; to or: omg = the 
ever bleſſed” {i 'IF a 
gument to mehr to'the duty nbd 
one } congen> thin, ſhou'd move us to it, And ging 
fore ler us take'care to 'behave ovir ſelves 
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ſuch a —_ we yon nothi } 
be diſpleafing t6'Hhiitil" brit" atwayy = =_ 
whichſhall bewelt 'in his 


| K of us may bluſh'to think wi have Fra 
+ that which has occaſioned grief in the Court of 
Heaven, What odious ſcenry 


'thirher d 
from bloody marthers ,” beaſt! = 
crnel. opretliods” 'which) Ke er 2 
cry aloud'to Heaven” fot NN Ne 
thar- grieve! the Holy Spirit and fly '! 
fant, in he Med ID rep ſors Up Re: 
pentance and ptivn | 
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Lake "5; ſed © Angels” * There ' # Joy "in. ur reſence of the 
Angels* 'of God over one ſinner that gn 
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Thoſe tears which 4gun down thecheeks of a true 
penitent, are the Angels heavenly banquet. There 
ſoall be more joy in hteven over-one finner that reponts, 
thas over ninety nine-juſh per ſore that need no vepen- 
taxce. But tho repentance be' well pleafing to the 
Bleſſed Angels, tho they arc winiſtring ſpirits for 
our good, rejoyce atithe:converfion of a (inner, 
do many good offices for the godly, on'earth, and 
be a commanjon- between. them, yer-we are not 
to think that they interpoſe their Metics for ns, 
and therefore we are to perform Religious Wor. 
ip 10 them! This \\is.a fond conceit- of the P«- 
=. 4 the javentipn of mans brain, and wants 
warrant from the word of God.. See 'thow do it not, 


are exproſa word) in Holy Scripture. Rev. 22.9 


zly, Repentance is matter of joy to the peni- 
tent himſelf, O what joy and tranquility of con- 
ſcience bas that, man, whoſe'eyes are opened, and 
in. whoſe heart by. Gods ' a change ''is 
wrought. And no wonder: thatho'k To 
EET ATT 
drawn | a | n it» God, 
that he who once was aſervantiof 7. and run- 
ning headlong te perdition, is'\now” a child of 
bn be Cake romderrble tings fo thn? 
theſe t e things to him, 
and Jeaves upon his fob! a a'fweet taſte,” a' plea- 
fant reliſh: Sr. Auſtiv, after his corverfion, when 
he had' repented and began a new life, made 
this ſad complaint, 1 have loved thee too late, O 
Gad, O thow beautiful Being, 1 have loved thee too 
| . late. 
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lete; He.repemed he had: not-ferved'God ſoon. 
er, that his. cotverfion- was 16 log 'delay'd;” and 
that he-was o:longa' beg to be acquainred. a 
with Gad\. - How rd TTY $ful, OLord, 'was 2 
it wage tome pen to want! 7 he FREST of the 
wy 9, Lord, 
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Thus —_ ſhewn howjopful and' well plea 
ſing it 8:40 Father, 1Son andHuly? Ghoſt, | 
men ſhy 4.repert,. how acceptable t6'the blelſed 
Angels, and bow:gratefultb the Penitent Mimſalf, 
I come 
yi13. 03 7 $4577) 163119 
&thly Foralfer | ito: your: conſideration what 
2rgat 'Dangeryand 4 Unreaſonablene®' there” 8: int 
uppeniteneys whatktrin partiphlay perſotis;” of if 
CEE En ofr Dl, go! 
-hig ie ad 1d: g{ditngo} goo 201 2-115) id <1 
rfiadani peatons. 1 ob the' Bupff 
4 on ED reef to' bring 
yi its meet for, epextance,? And'"Worpr 
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preached.to his bMlcipltnio:New the longet | 
delay thei Repomanes the more they ate hal 

dened 11, abgir: contiptionsyitand - Sonflthed 
their.. _ , [ang -conſequeht'y 'mofreTitidiſpÞos* 
every day,for that greatand neceſſary wot; The 
longer: men live jÞ ling» the 'more-{tro nply they 
are 
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are _inclin'd. to; continue, in it,” Sin, being once 
rogted: in. the Soul,; thelabour will be greatin 
-4 8 Plucking it Outs, The'yopag,,map ip his | Youth 
« | 29d Strength'1s apt to. ſay; that ir 45,004 yer! time 
4,0 £0baſie himſelt about Reformation, and amend: 
ment of life, and. that it, will. be ſoon enough to 
-a& repent. of his fins when 'he comes to: be..old, 
elf and then, ,aad.not, before, he'll, became peni- 
of teat ,and. (erious.,,, But, how '/know!ſt.,thou',,; 0 
7 young man, that thou ſhalt live till old Age? 
Ky Death is a tribute we all owe to Nature, and 
-E Experience teacheth us, that the, young man is 
as ſuddeply taken away as the| grey. bead. The 
> 1 trongelt man; Gapcall nq,tune his /own! but th 
Yoreſeng,” , He!, canpot ., prolong, jhis,days,.as ; 
"2 Yplcaſeth.,,.,A}I bis futprity s.1n0 the hands, of God; 
and how he will diſppſe. of him, ,whegher far ie 
Yor death, , be cannot. tell. ., And; yet, alas}; how 
ſecurely do ſuch men live 2 How eagerly do.they 


» rbraugh gllabs ages of cheir youth, jn,6.0e 
bellions 6 CAUT &,and = MX they 
dying 


were Dot fleſh and blood , ; fubjze& to:a 

bond. Gerginly nothing bath made more am- 
ole Harveſt for, the Devil than the-delerring, of 
Repentance 'upon ſuch a., vain conſideration -as 
his. . Fox: bow, gotten, have, many men lain down 
1; their (ixength. at night, and that, qight, has 
'Fclos'd their, Eyes, and.; ſent, their Souls int9. np» 
r World, to anſwer for-what:they -have done 


nthis ? 


x a 4 
. 
” a 4 ” 
7 
44 bo 
« % « « 2 


